AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for improving the security of software, comprising the 
steps of: 

reading encrypted software from a non- volatile storage medium; 
storing said encrypted software in a temporary storage medium; and, 
contemporaneously decrypting thos e portions a portion of said encrypted software 

that ar e as said portion is read into an instruction cache in a processo r as e ach of said 

portions is r e ad into said instruction cache . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 1, wherein any portions portion 
of said encrypted software not read into said instruction cache are is left in an encrypted 
state. 

3. (Original) A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said encrypted software 
comprises the steps of a computer program. 

4. (Original) A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said temporary storage medium 
is computer RAM. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said step of 
decrypting said e ncrypt e d softwar e portions portion of said encrypted software is 
accomplished by a decryption unit located within said processor. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method as described in Claim 1, wherein said step of 
decrypting said e ncrypted software portions portion of said encrypted software is 
accomplished by a dedicated decryption device. 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for protecting the security of encrypted software, 
comprising: 

a computer software non-volatile storage device for storing encrypted software; 

a computer software temporary storage device for storing encrypted software, 
coupled with said computer software non- volatile storage device; and, 

a processing device, coupled with said computer software temporary storage 
device, comprising an internal instruction cache and a decryption unit; 

wherein said decryption unit is adapted to contemporaneously decrypt s e l e ct e d 
portions a portion of said encrypted software as e ach of said portions portion is written to 
said instruction cache of said processing device. 

8. (Original) An apparatus as described in Claim 7, wherein said non- volatile storage 
device is an optical storage device. 
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9. (Original) An apparatus as described in Claim 7, wherein said non-volatile storage 
device is a magnetic storage device. 

10. (Original) An apparatus as described in Claim 7, wherein said non-volatile storage 
device is located remotely from said processor. 

1 1 . (Original) An apparatus as described in Claim 7, wherein said temporary storage 
device is computer RAM. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system for protecting the security of encrypted software, 
comprising: 

a computing device capable of receiving and storing software, said computing 
device further comprising: 

a computer software non-volatile storage device; 
a computer software temporary storage device, coupled with said 
computer software non-volatile storage device; and, 

a processing device, coupled with said computer software temporary 
storage device, and comprising an instruction cache and a decryption unit; 
encrypted software, operable to be stored in said temporary software storage 

device; 

wherein said decryption unit is adapted to contemporaneously decrypt a portion of said 
encrypted software as said softwar e portion is called to be written to said instruction 
cache of said processing device. 

SONY-50P4 1 29 4 Serial No. 09/802,003 

Examiner: Song, H. Art Unit: 2135 



13. (Original) A system as described in Claim 12, wherein said decryption unit is 
implemented in a hardware device. 

14. (Original) A system as described in Claim 12, wherein said decryption unit is 
implemented in software. 

15. (Original) A system as described in Claim 12, wherein said encrypted software 
comprises the steps of a computer program. 

16. (Original) A system as described in Claim 12, wherein said encrypted software 
comprises intellectual property intended to be processed by another computer program. 
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